ALLAN BRASTED GRAY
Born: Septenber i&, 1892
| ndi anol a, Warren Co., |owa

Parents: Rev. uiiitiam . Gay and
Anni e Elwctra (Brasted) G ay

Br ot her: Fred_ Edwi n, 1/2 Robert Wiitiam
Sisters: Bessie amelia, Luiza Adal ins

Marri ed: Dorothy Scott Davidson, October 12, 1920
in Dorothy's parents' home, Fierro, New Mexico
Died: April 12, 1974 (Good Fri day)
Las “ruces, Dona Ana County, New Mexico

A11arn was born during the time his father was a preacher at
the First Baptist Church of I ndianola, lowa. Wen allan was
one year oid the family left their home and Wiilliam accepted
a position as-a mssionary in China.

Annie and the chiidren stayed in China until 1899. They
returned to lda Gove, lowa where they stayed with Annie's
brother Fred. @Altan ice skated and rode horseback whenever
he couwld. After Witliam rejoined the famly about a year
Tater the fam |y noved into a hone of their owmn. At this
poi nt Anni e knew she had cancer.

The +amily noved to Carnegie, 0Oklahoma where Annie's +olhs
Tived. William and Annie celebrated their 20th anniversary;
she died shortly thereafter. ali1an was 15 years ol d.
Another in nove (1909) took the +amily to Norman, Oklahoma.
Al l an and his sister Adaline graduated fromhi gh schoo!
there. |n 1910 the +amily noved once nore this time to
Pecos, Texas.

During the noney panic of 1911-1913 Wiltliam lost his farm
#11am and his brother Fred went to work to earn noney to
attend coiises. &llan attended the University of Texas to
study | aw but did not conplete the degree. During this time
#11an worked at several jobs such as he drove a mail truck,
worked in a dairy, did farmlabor and m ni ng.

In 1916 when Pancho Villa crossed from Mexico to the United
States A1iarn and other wiviiians became mechanics to the
Fershing Campai gn. The foll owi ng year after the U S
entered World War | Allan and Dorothy's brother Dave joined
the 319th arny engineers. He was stationed at LeHarve,
France. During his tour of duty the sps11ing of his nane
was changed from @ilen to Allams he kept the spellina.
Prior to discharge mt1am went to Bristol University, Enalarnd
compliments of the arny. He studi ed geol ogy. He returned
to the U S in 1919 and to Fierro after spending sone tinme
I n Kansas using his zexlogy training.




